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WELCOME TO
KINGS’ SIXTH FORM

As our students embark upon their sixth form journey, our aim is 
to arm them with the academic and personal skills they need to 
succeed and thrive in the world beyond Kings’. 

where students can excel in intellectual enquiry well beyond their 
post-16 curriculum. Our students are developed intellectually, 

Nurturing individual talents means that there is no typical Kings’ 
sixth former. However, what they do have in common is a desire 
to learn, with a strong moral sense of social responsibility, and an 
eagerness to take on the challenges of university and the wider world.  

provision in sports and the expressive arts, community service 

from a dedicated tutor team and small class sizes. We provide 

is second to none. This ensures that our students go on to access 

worldwide. 

 

Natasha Ringshaw
Head of Sixth Form
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WHY CHOOSE A BRITISH 
EDUCATION?

Schools Council (ISC), over 4 and a half million students are currently in 
an English-medium school, with over 3,700 schools in 160 countries using 

globally, 

world leaders, 55 studied in the UK, while 38% of Nobel Prize winners were 

 The depth and richness of knowledge contained in the UK curriculum combined 

GCSEs, A-Levels, and the BTEC hold a global currency. Indeed, the UK system 

the world, due to the depth of knowledge required to achieve top grades
 

curriculum is a broad and balanced one, which values the Arts, Sports and a 

of Edinburgh Award, which encourages the development of the whole student 

 the development of such skills is just as important as academic results.

The depth, breadth and rigour of the UK curriculum is uniquely global, which
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"We aim for and expect 

Kings’ Learners, with
a strong moral sense of 
social responsibility, 
ready for university and 
the wider world of work." 

Sajid Gulzar
Principal

WHY CHOOSE KINGS’ ?

 
meaning that our students leave as academically successful, well-rounded and mature 
young adults, ready for whatever the future may hold.

THE KINGS’ OFFER

• 

• 

• Spacious combined social and study area

• Small class sizes ensuring individual 

• Wide range of subjects at A-Level

• 

• Kings’ Diploma

• 

• Variety of challenging and fun 
 

from sports to music and the arts

ADVICE AND SUPPORT

• 

• 

• High quality guidance and careers advice

experience in a broad range of areas and 
prepare for life beyond Sixth Form, exploring 
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WHAT TO EXPECT
IN SIXTH FORM?

YOU START AT 7.45AM AND
FINISH AT 3.30PM. THERE’S
TIME FOR A MORNING BREAK,
A SPOT OF LUNCH AND
ENDLESS OPPORTUNITIES.

DO MORE

 
Instead of lessons, lunch, lessons and home, 

both academic and extracurricular. From football 
to dance, there’s something for everyone.

There’s even the opportunity for students to take 
part in community service within school and 

YOUR OWN SPACE

Sit back, relax and socialise in the Sixth Form 
common room, a grown-up environment 
for students to eat, catch up and make 
new friends.

STUDENTS, HAVE YOUR SAY!

The Student Councils, lead by students in the 

help shape your school and your Sixth Form.

… AND YOU TOO PARENTS

their learning experience. We therefore arrange 
for parents to meet form tutors early in the 

subject teachers in Years 12 and 13. Parents are 
also welcome to contact the tutors or Sixth Form 

A BIT OF ADVICE

 
for all students. There’s encouragement to 
take increasing responsibility for work in order 
to develop the skills needed at university and 
in employment. There’s also support on hand for 

periods.
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LEADERSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

Environment, and Sports, Arts and Events. These four strands have been 

each of the four houses. 

leadership programme, designed and delivered by leaders within the school 

programmes in place. 

KINGS’ SIXTH FORM   |   PREPARING TOMORROW’S ADULTS, TODAY

13



THE KINGS’ DIPLOMA
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IT’S NOT JUST ACADEMIC.
IT’S A WELL-ROUNDED, 
HOLISTIC EDUCATION.

Year 12 Student 
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EXTENDED PROJECT
QUALIFICATION

 
 

 
 

WHAT IS THE EXTENDED PROJECT?

At the heart of the Extended Project is the 
requirement for you to develop and realise 

devising. Mainly studied during Year 12, the 

real independence, resilience and maturity as an 
advanced level learner, while pursuing any topic of 

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE?

The Extended Project gives you the freedom and 

is an opportunity for you to pursue and research 
something you feel passionate about. It involves 

• 
• Artefact or design
• Performance, either solo or in a group
• Charity event (group)

WHAT CAN YOU DO FOR YOUR  
EXTENDED PROJECT?

• 
• Not examined elsewhere
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THE DUKE OF
EDINBURGH’S AWARD

AT A TIME WHEN ENTRY TO UNIVERSITIES AND 
THE WORKPLACE IS BECOMING MORE AND MORE 
COMPETITIVE, YOU’LL NEED MORE THAN JUST GOOD 
GRADES TO ACHIEVE YOUR AMBITIONS.

Employers and admissions tutors are looking 
 

non-academic achievements that show they 

adaptable and have skills in problem solving, 

A Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a great 
way to demonstrate that you have all of these 
extra skills.

THE BENEFITS

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is more than

out of their award because you get to choose

you want to reach.

By taking part in this award you will challenge 
yourself, enjoy loads of new experiences 
and discover talents you never thought you 
had. Anyone can take part. You do not need 

willingness to have a go.
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GOLD AWARD

There are no short cuts to gaining a Gold Award 
and you will have to show a great deal of personal 
commitm ent and tenacity to achieve it.

You will be helped and guided throughout, but
you will have to plan and carry out much of
the work yourself.

THE EXPEDITION

Duke of Edinburgh experience. You will have 

classroom sessions and training walks before 

unaccompanied walk.

a possibly painful experience, the pride and 

achieving your Gold Award is an experience you
will remember for life.
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Sixth Form represents the pinnacle of all 
we are trying to achieve at the Kings’ schools 

here in Dubai: Independently minded students, 
students who are prepared for the world, and

students who have a business-like sense of 
how to go about learning.

Secondary Headteacher 
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BEYOND 
THE CLASSROOM

 

integral part of our curriculum here at Kings’ School Al Barsha.

 
 

visits reinforce the academic curriculum while fostering our values of 

Gulf; curriculum visits such as our Business and Economics visit to Tokyo, 
Geography and Science Trips to Iceland and an adventurous outdoor pursuits 
trip to Oman. All of these are running alongside a broad range of curriculum and 
extracurricular trips and visits in school, and throughout the UAE. We are also 

silver and gold programmes with record numbers of students signing up year on year.  

UAE can rival. 
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MILLIE MCELROY 
Le els: English Literature, History, Spanish, EPQ

 Durham University, UK; Law

Millie’s journey through Kings’ saw her adapt to numerous roles, from Lead Student to Head Girl; from 
Year Book Editor to student mentor. An outstanding Student Ambassador and a true role model for her 

research. 

In Millie’s words:

 
and nurturing me throughout, enabling me to achieve the results of A*AA.”

KINGS’ ALUMNI

On e a Kingsonian,
al a s a Kingsonian. 

We pride ourselves on our ability to develop 
young adults who are prepared to not only 
be successful, but to make the right choices 
and decisions. This strength of character is 

 
of loyalty fostered here at Kings’.

talented and accomplished students go on 

Kings’ graduates with a group of like-minded 
individuals, whose pathways and career choices 

futures.

for our graduates to give back, by returning to 

university life.

When you join Kings’, you become part of 
a community for life.

KINGS’ SIXTH FORM   |   PREPARING TOMORROW’S ADULTS, TODAY

22



YASMIN KUBBA
Le els: Biology, Business, Maths.

 Kingston University London

In Yasmin’s words:
from such strong support from the academic team throughout my school years. I was fortunate enough
to have been awarded a dual sports and academic scholarship that presented further developmental

relished the opportunity to establish the Kings’ Enterprise Club. I carry with me great memories and

my career, and my life”.

JUAN SALAZAR
Le els: Drama and Theatre Studies, English, Economics

: 

In Juan’s words: “It was an amazing feeling to get the A-Level results I hoped for and to be able

follow a career behind the camera”.
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THE APPLICATION 
PROCESS

 
throughout the year for September entry.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

To access A-Level courses, students are expected 
to achieve a minimum of six GCSE subjects at 

A grade 7, 8 or 9 in subjects they are choosing 
to study at A-Level is preferred. A grade 7, 8 or 
9 should be achieved in a closely related subject 
when a subject has not been studied at GCSE. 

To access BTEC courses, students are expected 
 

and English.

External applicants will be required to sit 

requirements, please refer to the individual 
subject course guide.

candidates will be called for an interview 
with the Head of Post-16 Studies.

 
made pending GCSE results in August.

Year 12   105,872

Year 13   105,873

SCHOOL FEES*    AED
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FAQ’s

HOW MANY SUBJECTS WILL I TAKE,
AND HOW MANY SHOULD I INCLUDE
ON MY APPLICATION?

Students may choose to follow the A-Level 
or BTEC programmes. Most students who opt
to take the A-Level route will take four subjects, 
comprising three A-Level subjects plus the 

one year AS-Level.

These elements make up the core of our study 
programme, together with enrichment and 

applicants will have the opportunity to take four 
two-year A-Level subjects if they wish.

Depending on how clear you are about your 
choices, you are advised to enter between three 

 

and their order can be adjusted later if required.

In the BTEC Diploma programme, students
can study Business Studies, Hospitality,
Performing Arts or Sport at Level 3, or a 

students may combine BTEC and A-Level 

experience as part of the BTEC programme.

WILL THREE A-LEVEL SUBJECTS
AND THE EXTENDED PROJECT PROVIDE
A STRONG BASE FOR PROGRESSION TO
THE MOST COMPETITIVE UNIVERSITIES?

be based on three A-Levels. Furthermore,

• A-Level grades AAB, or:
• A-Level grades ABB, plus A or A* 

in the Extended Project

do not expect students to be studying
four A-Level subjects.

HERE IS WHAT THE UNIVERSITY
OF OXFORD HAS SAID ON THE SUBJECT
OF CURRICULUM REFORM:

“A fourth subject to A-Level has never been
a requirement at Oxford. Our courses require 
students to have not less than three A-Levels,

studying of an Oxford degree but they are
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THERE’S TIME FOR

 

A MORNING BREAK, A SPOT 
OF LUNCH AND ENDLESS 

OPPORTUNITIES.
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FAQ’s

WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE
TO STUDENTS ABOUT CHOOSING
THEIR SUBJECTS?

Needless to say, you are advised to choose 
subjects that you are interested in and which

sure about two or even three of your subject 
choices. If this is not the case, it may be advisable 
to choose at least one and possibly more of 

that these subjects play to your strengths and 

Geography; History; Languages (Modern and 
Classical); English Literature.

ARE SOME SUBJECTS MORE LIKELY TO BE
OVERSUBSCRIBED THAN OTHERS?

but students should always apply for the most 
appropriate subjects that meet their interests, 
strengths and progression needs.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I AM OFFERED
A PLACE BUT DO NOT ACHIEVE MY
PREDICTED GCSE GRADES?

course even if your grades are lower than 

averag

Where this is not possible, for reasons such as 

Should you not achieve the grades required for 
any of your subjects, or if you fall below a B grade 

with you in August prior to the start of the
Academic Year.

WHAT DO I DO WHEN I’M NOT
IN A LESSON?

lesson you are expected to focus on enhancing 
your studies independently. It is vital for you to 
understand the demands of A-Levels before you 
begin and learn how to manage your
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I LOVE THE RELATIONSHIP
WE HAVE WITH OUR 
TEACHERS. WE CAN GO TO 
THEM FOR ABSOLUTELY 
ANYTHING.
Year 12 Student 
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A-LEVEL SUBJECT GUIDE

A-LEVEL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  32
ARABIC  34
ART & DESIGN 35
BIOLOGY 36
BUSINESS 37
CHEMISTRY 38
COMPUTER SCIENCE 39
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 40
DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES 41
ECONOMICS 42
ENGLISH LITERATURE 43
FRENCH 44
FURTHER MATHEMATICS 45
GEOGRAPHY 46

HISTORY
 47

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 48

ISLAMIC STUDIES
 49

MATHEMATICS
 50

MUSIC
 51

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

 52
PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE) 53
PHYSICS 54
POLITICS 55
PSYCHOLOGY 56
SOCIOLOGY 57
SPANISH 58
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A-LEVEL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

To pursue A-Levels, students must have met the general requirements of a minimum of six subjects 
 

S Exam Boa Minimum g n
equi emen

O  
Le el i  no en a

A Edexcel • Grade 6 IGCSE Arabic N/A

Design Edexcel • Grade 6 GCSE Art N/A 

Biolog  AQA 

• Grade 7 GCSE Biology (single)
or 7-8 GCSE Combined Science 

• Grade 7 GCSE Maths. 

• Grade 6 GCSE English
Language or Literature

N/A

Business Edexcel

• Grade 6 GCSE Business 

• Grade 6 GCSE English Language
or Literature 

• Grade 5 GCSE Maths. 

Yes- Grade 6 GCSE English 
Language or Literature,
and Grade 5 GCSE
Maths. required 

 AQA
• Grade 7 GCSE Chemistry (single)

or 7-8 GCSE Combined Science 

• Grade 7 GCSE Maths. 
N/A

C  S e AQA
• Grade 6 GCSE Computer Science 

• Grade 7 GCSE Maths.
Yes - Grade 8 Further 
Maths. required 

Design
 T  Edexcel

• Grade 6 GCSE DT 

• Grade 6 GCSE Maths. 
N/A

D  Thea e 
S Edexcel • Grade 6 GCSE Drama N/A

E Edexcel

• Grade 6 GCSE Economics 

• Grade 6 GCSE Maths. 

• Grade 7 GCSE English Language
or Literature

Yes - Grade 6 GCSE Maths. 
and Grade 7 GCSE English 
Language or Literature 
required 

E a e AQA
• Grade 7 GCSE English Literature 

• Grade 7 GCSE English Language 
N/A

F AQA • Grade 6 GCSE French N/A

32



KINGS’ SIXTH FORM   |   PREPARING TOMORROW’S ADULTS, TODAY

Subject Exam Board Minimum grade entry
requirement

Opportunity to study 
A-Level if not taken at GCSE

Further Maths. Edexcel • Grade 8 GCSE Maths. Yes - Grade 8 GCSE Maths. 
required 

Geography Edexcel 

• Grade 6 GCSE Geography 

• Grade 6 GCSE Maths

• Grade 7 GCSE English Language
   or Literature. 

• Grade 5-5 GCSE Combined 
   Science

N/A

History AQA

• Grade 7 or above in GCSE 
History 

• Grade 7 or above in GCSE 
English

Language or Literature
N/A

Technology Cambridge 
• Grade 6 GCSE ICT

• Grade 5 GCSE Maths. 
N/A

Edexcel • Grade 8 GCSE Maths. N/A

Music Edexcel • Grade 6 GCSE Music N/A

PE AQA • Grade 6 GCSE PE N/A

Physics AQA
• Grade 7 GCSE Physics (single)

or 7-8 GCSE Combined Science 

• Grade 7 GCSE Maths. 
N/A

Edexcel • Grade 7 GCSE English Language
or Literature

Yes - Grade 7 GCSE English 
Language or Literature 
required

Psychology AQA

• Grade 6 GCSE Psychology 

• Grade 6 GCSE Biology 

• Grade 7 GCSE English Language
or Literature 

Yes - Grade 6 GCSE Biology 
and Grade 7 GCSE English 
Language or Literature 
required

Sociology AQA
• Grade 6 GCSE Sociology

• Grade 7 GCSE English Language
or Literature

Yes - Grade 7 GCSE English 
Language or Literature 
required

Spanish AQA • Grade 6 GCSE Spanish N/A

33

Graphic 
Communication Edexcel • Grade 6 GCSE Graphic

    Communication

Yes - Grade 6 GCSE Art and
a Graphic Communication
portfolio required



SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Arabic.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?
You are required to demonstrate skills in advanced Arabic reading and in the transfer of meaning 
from English into Arabic. To promote research and a greater knowledge and understanding of Arabic 

related to your chosen topics/texts. You will be expected to recognise and use Arabic in a variety of 

• Youth culture and concerns
• 
• The world around us: travel, tourism, environmental issues 

and the Arabic-speaking world
• 
• 
• 
• Literature and the arts

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?
 

ARABIC*
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

Paper 1

Assessmen Weigh

2 Hrs 30 mins

2 Hrs 40 mins

2 Hrs 15 mins

40 %
in Arabic.

Paper 2 30 %response to works. 

Paper 3 30 %
in Arabic.
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
 

and interview with the Art Department.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?
 

autonomy over your work. Throughout Year 12 you will be taught skills and tutored, so that you can 

 
one of the key aims of the Art department at Kings’.

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?

outcomes. You will build experience working with a broad range of media, an understanding of the 

they operate. Visits to art galleries, museums and student workshop days are a compulsory part 
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?

Therapist; CAD Draughtsperson; Cartoonist; Computer Games Designer; Jeweller; Graphic Designer; 

ART & DESIGN
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

Component 1

Assessmen Weigh

- 60 %

15 Hrs 40 %Component 2
outcome(s) extending from their preparatory studies in response 
to the Externally Set Assignment.

work, and a personal study, which will comprise a minimum of 
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7 GCSE Biology (single) OR 7-8 GCSE Combined Science.
Grade 7 GCSE Maths.
Grade 6 GCSE English Language or Literature.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?
A-Level Biology enables you to develop an interest in, and enthusiasm for, the biological sciences 
including developing an interest in further study and careers in the subject. Biology has a higher 

society must address relate to the biological sciences. Through A-Level study, you will develop a 

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?
 

work, which involves carrying out detailed procedures, recording results, drawing conclusions, 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?
Biology is a valued subject, which sits centrally within the sciences to support a wide range of careers 

Botany, Marine Biology, Physiotherapy, Paramedics, Nursing, Environmental Health and other careers 
where a Science A-Level would be an advantage.

BIOLOGY*
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: AQA

Paper 1

Assessmen Weigh

2 Hrs 35 %

Paper 2 2 Hrs 35 %

Paper 3 2 Hrs 30 % 
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Business.
Grade 6 or above in GCSE English Language or Literature. 
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Maths.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?

solving and integrated approach. A willingness to use numerical techniques is important, as is the 

Theme 1: 
     and strategy, managing people, and entrepreneurs and leaders.

Theme 2: 
 

Theme 3: 
 
 

Theme 4: 
 

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?
You will learn through case studies, project work, research assignments, class discussion and group 

of business principles by applying these to real-life case studies where the emphasis is on decision 
making and problem-solving. Independent learning is also an important feature of the course.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?

BUSINESS
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

Paper 1

Assessmen Weigh

2 Hrs 35 %

Paper 2 2 Hrs 35 %

Paper 3 2 Hrs 30 %
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7 GCSE Chemistry (single) OR 7-8 GCSE Combined Science.
Grade 7 GCSE Maths.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?
Chemistry is the study of substances, what they are made of, how they interact and what role 
they play in living things and the environment. Chemists provide many of the materials used 
in everyday life, together with the knowledge to improve healthcare and to appreciate and tackle 

 
 

likely to enjoy chemistry.

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?
 
 

as well as equip you with the skills needed to study science at higher levels.

The course enables contemporary Chemistry contexts to be included in the teaching and
learning programme. You will study all aspects of the subject, including physical, inorganic
and organic Chemistry.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?
Chemistry is a valued subject which sits centrally within the sciences to support a wide
range of careers and degree courses such as Medicine, Forensic Science, Law, Financial

CHEMISTRY*
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: AQA

Paper 1

Assessmen Weigh

2 Hrs 35 %

Paper 2 2 Hrs 35 %

Paper 3 2 Hrs 30 %
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Computer Science.
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Maths.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?
A-Level Computer Science is designed to allow you to develop your skills and understanding of 

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?
A key component as you progress through the course will be programming. You will learn how to 

algorithms and developing programming skills.

techniques, as well as the development of problem-solving skills to allow you to become an expert 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?
Computer Science is a well-respected A-Level that will help you to gain access to a variety

and Web Designer.

COMPUTER SCIENCE
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: AQA

Paper 1

Assessmen Weigh

2 Hrs 30 mins

2 Hrs 30 mins

-

40 %On screen Exam

Paper 2 40 %

Paper 3 20 %

Non-Exam Assessment: This exam assesses your ability to use 
the knowledge and skills gained through the course to solve or 
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Design Technology.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?

while acquiring subject knowledge in design technology, including how a product can be

You will develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of materials, components

in use. You will need to link a range of skills and knowledge from other subject areas,

and development of technology.

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?
You will be required to apply knowledge and understanding of a wide range of materials,
including modern and smart materials, and processes used in product design and manufacture.
You will be required to develop an understanding of contemporary industrial and commercial

You should have a good working knowledge of the use of ICT and systems, and control,
including modern manufacturing processes and systems and you will be expected to
understand how these might be applied in the design and manufacture of products.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?

CAD Technician to Plumber and any other engineering/design based career path.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

Component 1

Component 2

Assessmen Weigh

2 Hrs 30 mins

-

50 %

50 %
Non-Exam Assessment: A Design Project where students
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Grade 6 or above in GCSE Drama.

The A-Level in Drama and Theatre Studies will challenge you to use drama and theatre to explore

techniques. You will learn to analyse, evaluate and make theatre from the point of view of actors,

and the importance of the drama medium and the elements of drama.

specialist teaching spaces including the Black Box studio theatre and the Auditorium.

DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES

Component 1

Assessment Description

-

- 40 %
an original performance piece

Component 2 20 %
in Performance

Component 3 40 %2 Hrs 30 mins
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Grade 6 or above in GCSE Economics.
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Maths.
Grade 7 or above in GCSE English Language or Literature.

economic in nature. Whether you are concerned with global warming or global trade, whether

small business, you can’t get far without knowledge of Economics.

and world levels. By studying A-Level Economics, you will be able to engage in on-going

and unemployment. At the very least, you will develop a passion for Economics which will

will need to regularly read a quality newspaper.

This course will be of interest if you want background knowledge of how markets work 
and the economic reasoning behind government policy. It will allow you to study Economics 
at university and progress into careers such as Banking and Finance. 

ECONOMICS

Paper 1 2 Hrs 35 %

Paper 2 2 Hrs 35 %

Paper 3 2 Hrs 30 %
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Grade 7 or above in GCSE English Language and English Literature. You will also 

English Literature A-Level is perfect for those with an enquiring mind and a passion for reading. 
Through the study of this course, you are given the opportunity to explore the ways that literature

You will evaluate ‘Love through the ages,’ by studying Shakespearean plays, poetry and a range of 

 

approach to learning, with ample opportunity for personal research around the topics studied.

ENGLISH LITERATURE*

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

3 Hrs

2 Hrs 30 mins

-

40 %

40 %

20 %

(Poetry, Prose, and a Shakespeare Play)

(Poetry, Prose, and Drama)

Texts across Time, internally assessed
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Grade 6 or above in GCSE French.

 

• Social issues and trends in the Francophone society
• 
• Grammar
• 

You will be expected to be an independent learner with a desire for success and for understanding

accuracy will be developed, as well as cultural awareness of Francophone countries. Success in 

employment in every sector.

FRENCH*

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

2 Hrs 30 mins

2 Hrs

21-23 mins
(including 5 mins

50 %

20 %

30 %individual research project
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You will be expected to achieve and maintain a high standard. You should be resilient and hard
 

It is paramount for you to have a strong grasp of all algebraic concepts taught at 
 

 
your own thinking within a logical framework. 

FURTHER MATHEMATICS*

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

Paper 4

1 Hr 30 mins

1 Hr 30 mins

1 Hr 30 mins

1 Hr 30 mins

25 %

25 %

25 %

25 %
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Grade 6 GCSE Geography.
Grade 7 GCSE English Language or Literature. 
Grade 6 GCSE Maths.
Grade 5-5 GCSE Combined Science.

 

argument in a variety of ways.

acquire a secure understanding of the syllabus topics and to appreciate the interdependent nature 

Geography is well known as a subject that links to all other subjects in the curriculum, so an

GEOGRAPHY*

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

Paper 4

2 Hrs 15 mins

2 Hrs 15 mins

2 Hrs 15 mins

-

30 %

30 %

20 %

20 %

content area

to processes in physical and human geography)
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Art Department.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?

outcomes. You will build experience working with a broad range of media, an understanding of the 

they operate. Visits to art galleries, museums and student workshop days are a compulsory part of 

NOTE:

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

body of work.

• Externally Set Assessment (40%) : Students complete an Externally Set

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?

GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 7 or above in GCSE History.
Grade 7 or above in GCSE English Language or Literature.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?

The second strand is the depth study based around the Weimar Republic, Hitler’s rise 
 
.

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?
A-Level History is perfect for those seeking to understand the modern world. It provides you
with an insight into how human nature operates, developing both empathy and understanding.

Economics and Journalism.

HISTORY*
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: AQA

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

Assessmen

one 3000-3500 word essay

Weigh

2 Hrs 30 mins

2 Hrs 30 mins

-

40 %

40 %

20 %

• 
• 
• 

• 
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE ICT.
Grade 5 or above in GCSE Maths.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?
 

Learners will develop a broad range of IT skills, knowledge and understanding and apply their 

The se onsis s o :

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?
Learners will develop a broad range of IT skills, knowledge and understanding and they will apply their

technology and learn about new and emerging technologies and their impact on society.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

Paper 4

Assessmen Weigh

2 Hrs 15 mins

2 Hrs 30 mins

1 Hr 45 mins

2 Hrs 30 mins

25 %

25 %

25 %

25 %

Theory

Advanced theory
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Weigh

100 %1 Hr 30 mins

SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade B / 60% or above in Ministry exam.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?
You will cover a wide range of important topics of Islamic Principles, Ruling and Fiqh 

according to the needs of the modern world.

As a result, you will be able to think and argue intelligently about the subject. You will develop 

and the role played by Islam in the world today.

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?

of the Quran, Sunnah and Islamic Ruling in a diverse society.

intelligently about the subject.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?

laws as well as Islamic science, culture and heritage. 

ISLAMIC STUDIES*
EXAM BOARD: MINISTRY OF EDUCATION 

*Compulsory for all Islamic Students in Year 12

Paper 1

Assessmen

which will consist of the given Ministry strands: 

Islamic Rules, Biography and Contemporary Issues.
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 8 or above in GCSE Maths.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?

considered
to be the ‘toolkit’ of the subject and familiar topics will include further study of Algebra, Trigonometry, 

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

of pure to applied content.

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?

MATHEMATICS*
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

Assessmen

2 Hrs

2 Hrs

2 Hrs
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Weigh

33.3 %

33.3 %

33.3 %
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-

-

2 Hrs

Weigh

30 %

30 %

40 %

SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Music.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?
The A-Level in Music is comprised of three separate components:

Component 1 Performing: A public performance of one or more pieces, performed as

playing on an instrument/voice of your choice.

Component 2:

such as Bach Chorale.

Component 3: 
to set works and unfamiliar music from the six areas of study (vocal music, instrumental

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?

with the necessary skills to undertake an exam for Component 3 of the course. Alongside this you

are fully prepared for the rigour that performing an end of course recital requires for Component 1. 

Taking learning outside of the classroom, new developments such as the Dubai Opera enable

of understanding of the set works.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?
Studying an A-Level in Music opens up the doors to many career paths such as Performing,

MUSIC
COURSE: LEVEL   •   EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

Assessmen

Non-Exam Assessment: Approaches to performing

Non-Exam Assessment: Approaches to composing

language in Vocal Music, Instrumental Music, Music for Film, 

52
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Grade 6 or equivalent in GCSE PE.

The course has seven components that are taught over the two years and range from anatomy 
 

 

In A-Level PE we expect you to be an independent learner with a desire to be the best.

we will expect you to fully immerse yourself in every learning opportunity that comes your way.

nature of the course. Psychology and the Sciences at A-Level complement PE through the study

Sports Management and Media.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE)

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3 -

35 %

35 %

30 %

psychology, sport and society and technology in sport

2 Hrs

2 Hrs
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Grade 7 GCSE Physics (single) OR 7-8 GCSE Combined Science.
Grade 7 GCSE Maths.

and try to explain how the universe came to be. It will stretch your mind and improve
your logical thought processes. Some of the topics you will study include Mechanics,

component of the course.

Within lessons, there will be a mix of individual, paired and group work as well as seminar

and problem-solving skills.

Physics A-Level prepares you for a career or further study in Physics, and Engineering disciplines such

of other degree subjects.

PHYSICS*

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

2 Hrs

2 Hrs

2 Hrs

34 %

34 %

32 %
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POLITICS

Grade 7 or above in GCSE English Language or Literature.

 

 
 

and Socialism.

 UK Government. This unit introduces you to the major governmental processes within 

 
 

 

 

approach to learning, with ample opportunity for personal research around the topics studied. 
 

Component 1

Component 2

Component 3

33.3 %

33.3 %

33.3 % 

2 Hrs

2 Hrs

2 Hrs
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Grade 6 or above in GCSE Psychology.
Grade 6 or above in GCSE Biology.
Grade 7 or above in GCSE English Language or Literature.

and research. A range of approaches will be used in lessons including discussion, debate,
individual and group work as well as formal teaching.

that involves working with others.

PSYCHOLOGY

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

2 Hrs

2 Hrs

2 Hrs 33.3 %

33.3 %

33.3 %
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Grade 7 or above in GCSE English Language or Literature.

Sociologists are interested in why society works in the way that it does and the extent to 
 

By choosing sociology, you will learn to understand the world in which you live, how and why 
 

•  

• Is there an ‘ideal family’? 

• Why is it that factors such as class, ethnicity and gender appear to 
impact on how well - or otherwise – we do at school? 

• Is there a rise in extremism and fundamentalism? 

•  

• Who has ‘power’ in society and why?

Sociology is a well-respected A-Level that will help to gain access to a variety of degree courses

Law, Media, Health, Criminology and Social Research.

SOCIOLOGY

Paper 1

Paper 3

Paper 2

2 Hrs

2 Hrs

2 Hrs

33.3 %

33.3 %

33.3 %
poverty and welfare, beliefs in society, global development,
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Grade 6 or above in GCSE Spanish.

 
 

• Social issues and trends in the Hispanic Society
• 
• Grammar
• 

In A-Level Spanish you are expected to be an independent learner with a desire for success 

A-Level Spanish will develop students’ capacity to speak, read, write and listen in Spanish.

themselves outside of their comfort zone. Language A-Levels are extremely desirable by

SPANISH

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

society, and grammar

research project

2 Hrs 30 mins

2 Hrs

21-23 mins 
(including 5 mins

50 %

20 %

30 %
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I FEEL LIKE I’VE BEEN
ABLE TO LEARN A LOT FROM
THE DIFFERENT CULTURES.

Year 12 Student  
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BTEC SUBJECT GUIDE

BUSINESS STUDIES 62
HOSPITALITY 63
SPORT 64

61



SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Level 2 or GCSE Business Studies would be advantageous. However, overall acceptance on
the course is dependent on the Head of Post-16 Studies.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?

business ethics, economics and teamwork.

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?
Teaching and learning is carefully designed to give you the best opportunity to link knowledge 

 
real businesses to incorporate into your assignments and you will work on planning on a large 
scale event. You will also be able to undertake work experience which will be assessed by  
placement visits. Furthermore, there will also be a number of trips organised, which 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?
 

BUSINESS STUDIES
COURSE: BTEC   •   EXTENDED DIPLOMA, DIPLOMA OR SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA

Coursework

Assessmen

 

 

will be equivalent to A-Level grades (A-E) and will achieve UCAS 

Weigh

- 100 %
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

on the Head of Post-16 Studies. You will also need enthusiasm within the hospitality industry.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?

 
 

 
include Providing Customer Service in the Hospitality Industry, Food Units (European and Asian) 

 

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?

Note: 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?
 

HOSPITALITY
COURSE: BTEC   •   SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA

Coursework

Assessmen

will be equivalent to A-Level grades (A-E) and will achieve UCAS 

Weigh

- 100 %
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SUBJECT SPECIFIC ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

GCSE PE or Biology would be advantageous.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE INVOLVE?

You will be required to take compulsory units in the following areas:

• Health and Wellbeing in Sport
• 
• Applied Sports Anatomy and Physiology
• Sport Development
• 

WHAT ARE THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES?

a way that ensures the content is up to date and includes the knowledge, understanding, skills and 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

WHY IS THIS QUALIFICATION USEFUL?

SPORT
COURSE: BTEC   •   SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA

Coursework

Assessment

will be equivalent to A-Level grades (A-E) and will achieve UCAS 

Weigh

- 100 %
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KINGS’ SCHOOL AL BARSHA

PO BOX 38199, Dubai, UAE
Tel : +971 4 356 6900

Six h Fo m A missions
secondaryregistrar@kingsalbarsha.com
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